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. pulled the pistol and fired seven shots. Five

‘nity. And while the great and near-great
-congressman, civil rights activist, nemesis

-led away to Bellevue like a sleepwalker. ;- .,

‘nial youth, endowed, in retrospect, with nearly:
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HERE IS NO denying-what Dennis Swee---
... 3 ney did. He walked out of a sleetstorm last
" March into the Associated Press Building -
'_ in Roekefeller Plaza, took the elevator to
the ninth floor and, within 20 minutes of
- entering the law office of Layton & Sher-
man, shot Auard Lowenstem dead with a Spamsh pl& :

Precisely what happened during those 20 mmutes 15"

unclear. But a few things are known.. Sweeney com-
plained that Lowenstein was tormenting: him with
voices. Lowenstein had heard about these voices be-
fore. He knew that Sweeney, a former- protégé -;
from the civil rights era, hated him. He knew .
that Sweeney was-paranoid and convinced
some mysterious forces were trymg to km him.
Lowenstein tried to reason.

“You're sick, Dennis,” he sald. “You need a
psychiatrist.” - -

It was a fatal mncalculanon Sweeney

struck Lowenstein in the chest, stomach and
Jett elbow. Sweeney then waiked to the ante-
room, placed the gun on a desk, sat down
and calmly smoked a hand-rolled tobacco
cigarette. He did not try to run. In the wake
of panic and weeping that followed, Swee-
ney conducted himself with an ‘eerie dig-

prepared eulogies to Lowenstein—former
of Lyndon Baines Johnson—Sweeney was

During ‘the weeks that followed, people
who had:--known the two men as friends.
wracked their memories for some foresha- -
dowing.. Nearly everyone.who was.close to
Sweeney at some time over.the past 20 years
had: heard .that he had.grown ‘reclusive and "\
strange, haunted by voices and disembodied tor--
mentors. The Sweeney they-recalled was a peren-

myttuc qualmm of bravery and idealism. They could
not imagine how he could have been so broken along. g
the way, been so transformed by the years, as to arrive;
at Lowenstem S ofﬁce one afternoon carrymg a loaded

pistol. e
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" ‘There may be no single réason why
Sweeney’s behavior chanaed SO xadp
cally:”One "pat rationale offered bv.
people who-knew him-little or not at
all is-that the violence of Mississipp?
provoked his delusions; but it's mora
likely that the void fonowmc the vio?
lence was his-undoing* - v
% Field now suggests the sml\ness was
like-a-virus that lay in his brain untik

isolation and desperation: gave: it the
culture in which to grow. By the time
he and Field separated, Sweeney’s par-
anoia had been incubating for many’
years. Shards of suspicion which had
accumulated in his mind derived from
cireumstances that were- common-
place during the '60s. Everyone in Mec-
Comb knew that he or she had an FBI
file. Everyone at the Peace and Libera-
tion Commune knew that the phones
were being tapped. An FBI man even
visited one day-and was sitting in the
front room when Harris got out of the
shower. Most members- of the Resis-
tance dealt with this ubiquitous pres-
ence one of two ways: by considering
surveillance a badge of honor, or a
joke. Sweeney, however, internalized
the tlireat. Surveillance became a sin-
ister thing. He took:it very personglly.
Once an FBI agent called his mother
just to say he was keepmg an eye on
herson. ORI e S
Imnstema___w_umm
had ties to the CIA, As far back as 1964
":\r)r‘es vannln:oﬂ t}wrnnr\'h k\'("f‘ tlv‘f

he was actually an agent. \Io one had,
any proof.of this, but in- those daysi
anyone using as many airplane tickets
as'Lowenstein did was marked for sus-|

‘picion., None "of -the New Left was;
really ‘shocked in. 1967 when :“Bam-
-parts” reported that the CIA had been
.Setting the international agendd of the

National Student--Association - since
1952, one .year after:- Lowenstein

.stepped down as president.. ... -

cof™
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Lowenstein -denied - any involve-
ment. What-matters is not so much
whether he was implicated, but that
Sweeney felt he was. Once when Gage
took note of a copy of Lowenstein’s
“Brutal Mandate” lying on Sweeney’s
desk, Sweeney shook his head in his.
charactenstxcally understated way
and said he thought Lowenstein had
too many CIA ties.

The old_ Resistance -crowd- ﬁrst
caught an inkling that something was.
strange with Sweeney when he-and
rmld arrived by motorcycle from the
Jast. Sweeney got it into his head that
hisold friend Gage had assaulted Con-
nie. Everyone-knew that was absurd.
" After- the -split with . Field, Sweeney
began drifting once.more. With Harris
i jailys the lmtev Resistance. group
began dxsmtegrating and Sweeney be-
came lost in- the general dissolution.
He took odd jobs, drove a hack, carried,
mail.. He moved. back .to- Portland.
around.1972 and gr adually cut himself
-off from his friends. The voices began
.10 make their subtle, msxdxous mtru-
sionintohishead. . - ;. ua s gone;

Sweeney began to belxeve hlS mmd

was heing read. He would tirn on the
television and be startied to find -his
thoughts broadcast. 6n- the’evening:
néws. He began receiving -transmis-_
sions of voices, some of. which-he rec”
ognized, some-of “which he' didn't. At:
fn'st, Lowenstein’s : was* -niot¥among,
them. During that-early petiod of his'
sickness, Sweeney even visited Lowen-
stein and complained of some hostile,
thtrd party that was momtormg hxs

’I‘be transmission perslsted and m

‘his frantic. anxiety 'to stop’ them he .
began checking his body. for hard-:
‘ware, He recalled the encounter with |

‘Lowenstein® jn- Palo Alto and “the | .

words: “You are at the center of things
now, Dennis. I am not.” He became_
convinced Lowenstein -was taunting”
him; that he knew about the surveil-
lance. Sweeney. even entértained the
delusion- that Lowenstein and‘what-
ever insidious- agents he controlled ]
had ordered the dentist who repaired:
his teeth to install a radio receiver,in
. the bridgework. Sweeney tore the den-
tal work out of his mouth. But th !
‘ment persisted..” wo !
Perhaps the culpnt was an electrode
in his brain. He confided this to his
nmother who, terrified that he might
try to cut into his scalp, took himtoa
psychiatric’ hospital - for observation.
She tried to have him mvoluntanly
committed, but the courts refused...-.

-Portland . thinking of - you.” Others
.were more sinister. Agents of the CIA
‘or FBI would say they wereout to

_ agents; Sweeney said. ‘Get out. of my

‘ threatened than threatening..

"pangsfrom.a- discipleship gone sour.
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In March 1973, he wrote Leni Wild~
flower and Paul Potter of SDS that he
was working as a dishwasher and plan-
ning to finish his last year of college at
Portland State. “I'm at the lowest ebb
of my life,” he wrote, “because of the
psychological warfare that is being
made on me since about two years ago
. . 1am fairly certain that [ have soft-
ware that I wasn't born with. I have
done everthing I can do tolocate it and
remove it. My efforts have all been
failures and usunally self-destructive.
No doubt in the '60s I was party to
some behavior that was politically irre-
sponsible. If that incurred a social
debt, then I am willing to pay itin rea-
sonable terms (rather than endure) the
bureaucratic sadism and infinite guilt
which is what I see confronting me.”

He was considering, he said, moving
{0 another- country;- someplace that
might be more tolerant of a radical
phllosophy But he dreaded the idea of
starting over in 2 new culture at.the
age of 30. Wildflower and Potter wrote,

back, urging him to come live with
them. inr: Sant Jose; but he‘never re-
sponded: Instead, he traveled in search
of medical help. Not psychotherapy,

but surgery: He was looking for a doc- |

tor_who could remove the electrode. ‘,

For a time he was an outpatient in a !

private ®linic in Connecticut, but he |

left after doctors refused to open his
skuil..He went to France, where he
LhDu"ht he.might find a sympathetic,
sm'deon, but was back within'a month. .
"“He: drifted and -lived alone. The
volces had destroyed his sexual desire.
‘Sometimes they. were ‘benign. His
mother, for instance, would come over,
the waves telling him, “I'm out here i in

him. Sometimes theyﬁwould can hxm
ﬂcoward ” . .
During the winter of 1975, Sweeney
lived alone in an apartment in Philas
delphia. The voices he heard most per-
sistently were those of Lowenstein and
Pincus. Perhaps, he thought, if he ap-
pealed directly to his tormentors they
would: stop.- He .called Lowenstein in
New.York: Lowenstein later told:a
friend that he had met:Sweeney at
Penn Station in.Philadelphia. The en-
counter occurred late one night. Lo+
wenstein entered the deserted waiting
area and at first mistook the gaunt and
‘haggard figure who' stepped. out:.to.
meet -him.for a derelict.- Call off your

life. ‘At that moment, Lowenstein re-
called, . .. Sweeney. . seemed g’-more

-Lowenstein was:’ genumely be\\nb
dered.3*Why,” he would ask friends
later;*‘does Dennis hate me so much?;
To the end he probably never under
stood :the sad, disturbed: boy behind
the—protege. More likely, his ego felt

He'thought Sweeney, could someho
bé made to see reason; i i
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